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Dear Honorable Commissioner: 

Please consider the following Comments regarding Applicant's priority claims prior 
to payment of the issue fee. No petition or fee is required for this submission. 
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REMARKS 



Applicant has reviewed the Notice of Allowance including the Examiner's 
indication that only some of the certified copies of the priority documents have been 
received by the Office. Applicant provides these Comments in order to clarify the 
written record before payment of the issue fee. 

Applicant claims domestic priority to PCT/JPO 1/06067 (filed July 12, 2001) and 
foreign priority to JAPAN 2000-21353 1 (filed July 13, 2001). The Examiner indicated in 
the Notice of Allowance (dated September 24, 2004) that certified copies of JAPAN 
2000-213531 (filed July 13, 2001) had not been received by the Office. Based on 
Applicant's representative's discussion with Examiner John Teresinski via telephone on 
December 16, 2004, the certified copies of JAPAN 2000-213531 (filed July 13, 2001) 
have now been received by the Office. Applicant pays the issue fee with this assumption, 
so that Applicant will not be prejudiced in any way in connection with its claims for 
priority. 

All pending claims (claims 1-3 and 5-10 (1 independent claim and 9 total claims)) 
are allowed in the application. Applicant invites the Office to telephone the undersigned 
if he or she has any questions whatsoever regarding this Amendment or the present 
application in general. 



SNELL & WILMER LLP. 
400 E. Van Buren 
One Arizona Center 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-2202 
Phone: 602-382-6306 
Fax: 602-382-6070 
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